4<>6                                                    LETTER TO COURT
15.    Captain   Poynter,  who  came  out  from  England  last  year  i
command of the  Trial packet, having claimed fro:
15       ay"                us in behalf of himself and officers a gratuity whid
by an original letter from your Secretary produced to us, it appeared yo
had promised to them on their safe arrival in India, and understandin
that in similar circumstances the supercargoes at China had granted t
Captain Court of the Fox double the amount which had been advance
by you before the vessel left England, we took their example for on
guidance, and allowed the same to Captain Poynter and to his officers.
16.    With our last letters we forwarded to you a particular plan c
the survey of the new channel at the entrance of the river Houghb
accompanied by Mr, Ritchie's remarks and directions for the navigatio
of it. We have since had this subject more at larg
3r Ju y-                before us and the Governor General, in a long minut
grounded on Mr. Ritchie's information and his own experience of th
various obstacles and difficulties which have attended the establishmen
of that navigation, has proposed a separate branch of the Marine Depart
ment for that exclusive purpose to be divided from the pilot servic
and placed under the direction of this marine officer. The subject i
at present under consideration and we shall duly advise you of any plaj
which may be adopted in consequence.
17.    We  took  into  our  immediate  consideration   an   improvemen
which was proposed in regulating the charges of pilot
3^ JWy-                age for ships coming into or going out of this river
and we resolved accordingly to annul the ancien
custom of calculating the rates upon the bufthen of the ships, with ;
limitation of them to a particular size. In lieu of which we directec
that for the future the rates should be established according to a tabl<
published for that purpose, and calculated upon the draft of water
increasing in the amount according to the proportionate increase of depth
which appeared more equitable than the former mode, both for the
merchant and the pilot. An excess is admitted on foreign ships to pro
vide a fund for the widows and orphans of pilots.
18.    Having, from time to time, been under the necessity of grant
ing pensions to the pilots of this river, who from length of services or
any sufficient causes were superannuated or otherwise disabled from furthei
service, and no regular establishments having beer
i5th May.              fixed for this purpose, we have settled the amount ol
such pensions to be 75 rupees per month, 2/grds of their ordinary pay.
19.    A proposal was made to us by Captain Thomas Forrest to under-
take a survey of the Andaman Islands soon after his
pri"             return from his former  expedition.   As we had no
present employment for him at this place we agreed to accept of his
services in that line and engaged a small vessel,
*6ih May.               which he had purchased for the purpose. He left
the river in May last.